
National Science Board | Science & Engineering Indicators 2016

 Appendix Table 6-41
USPTO patents granted in digital communication, by region/country/economy: Selected years,
1998–2014

 

Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

                

World 2,713 3,672 4,211 4,636 5,595 5,350 6,857 6,203 6,955 7,602 9,651 10,258 11,956 13,686 19,147

North America 1,725 2,480 2,757 3,027 3,719 3,490 4,315 3,849 4,198 4,578 5,721 5,839 6,610 7,372 10,413

Bermuda 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Canada 74 139 141 163 197 175 225 217 272 283 374 408 527 603 794

Mexico 0 1 3 3 2 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

United States 1,652 2,340 2,613 2,860 3,520 3,312 4,089 3,631 3,926 4,294 5,347 5,431 6,083 6,768 9,617

Central and South
America

0 1 2 0 3 1 2 2 3 6 6 7 9 10 20

Argentina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 4

Brazil 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 1 1 1 4 4 3 11

All others 0 1 0 0 1 1 2 1 2 3 4 2 4 5 6

Europe 389 516 638 727 864 818 1,064 941 1,085 1,095 1,389 1,504 1,748 2,010 2,893

EU 376 500 616 701 827 788 1,025 900 1,031 1,046 1,313 1,437 1,673 1,934 2,776

Austria 0 3 6 6 6 5 10 3 7 15 15 13 12 16 27

Belgium 11 7 11 13 23 24 23 15 27 31 31 31 37 35 43

Denmark 0 2 4 11 7 13 22 16 12 14 15 22 20 28 25

Finland 53 76 117 130 196 142 210 202 212 208 235 224 218 251 326

France 69 83 94 102 113 103 138 132 169 149 221 235 234 257 361

Germany 68 89 112 150 148 175 246 207 234 249 300 303 335 368 543

Hungary 0 0 0 7 2 4 3 8 6 8 11 16 14 29 45

Ireland 1 3 11 13 25 10 10 9 14 12 17 16 18 28 43

Italy 3 7 9 13 13 11 26 20 30 36 42 64 79 81 93
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Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Netherlands 21 19 20 17 23 39 47 32 42 43 51 61 73 79 109

Spain 4 2 5 3 7 5 7 13 13 12 14 17 41 57 57

Sweden 73 111 123 117 117 107 97 67 68 75 120 169 264 315 540

United Kingdom 73 98 102 117 144 146 184 167 191 181 227 251 295 354 504

All others 1 2 1 3 2 4 4 8 8 12 14 16 31 36 61

Other Europe 12 12 19 24 32 27 37 40 52 48 75 67 75 72 109

Former Soviet
Union

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 2 2 2

Norway 3 1 6 7 6 7 5 7 9 9 15 8 7 8 13

Russia 1 1 1 1 4 3 4 6 12 9 14 15 28 26 31

Switzerland 8 9 12 17 22 17 29 26 31 30 45 43 38 36 62

All others 1 4 3 2 5 3 1 1 2 1 0 1 1 3 8

Asia 562 630 729 777 901 904 1,332 1,280 1,514 1,734 2,300 2,672 3,327 3,961 5,350

China 2 4 2 5 10 14 42 32 54 103 223 295 477 657 1,143

India 0 1 6 12 16 19 22 32 51 47 86 91 119 188 323

Japan 485 512 555 612 656 650 922 812 872 963 1,213 1,237 1,458 1,612 1,893

Malaysia 0 0 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 4 3 5 5 6 11

Singapore 2 3 13 10 8 7 13 13 10 25 21 21 26 19 27

South Korea 60 86 120 110 156 160 241 280 421 482 626 848 1,005 1,215 1,591

Taiwan 12 23 32 27 53 52 89 109 104 107 128 172 232 257 353

All others 1 2 0 0 2 1 2 1 1 3 1 2 5 7 10

Middle East 28 37 75 88 92 109 113 96 106 143 183 169 205 257 369

Israel 28 37 74 87 91 107 111 94 104 139 177 163 193 237 348

All others 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 5 5 6 11 20 20

Africa 2 1 1 1 3 2 1 2 1 2 4 4 4 4 8

South Africa 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 2 2 5
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Region/country/economy 1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

All others 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 2 2 3

Australia/Oceania 7 7 8 14 13 27 29 33 48 44 48 60 54 70 93

Australia 5 7 7 13 13 25 27 33 47 41 45 52 49 65 86

New Zealand 2 0 1 2 0 1 3 0 1 3 3 7 5 5 7

All others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unclassified 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

NOTES:  Patents are fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on the proportion of residences of all named inventors. The EU includes 28
member countries. China includes Hong Kong. Patents are classified under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) classification of patents,
which classifies International Patent Classification (IPC) codes under 30 technical fields. IPC reformed codes, which take into account changes that were
made to the WIPO classification in 2006 under the eighth version of the classification, were used to prepare these data. Fractional counts of patents were
assigned to each IPC code on patents to assign the proper weight of a patent to the corresponding IPC codes and their associated technical fields under
the classification.

SOURCES:  Science-Metrix, LexisNexis, and SRI International.
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